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Daylight Savings Time
November 7, 2021

Like us on Facebook!

Dear Ben Franklin JHS Families and Friends,

The start of the new school year has gone very well and October is
already here, bringing with it the traditional fall festivities, that color of
the season. It’s great to see our students participating in
extracurricular clubs and teams. Please encourage your child to try
one out.

October promises to be a busy month at BFJH. We start with
mid-quarter reports, several field trips, our first Band Concert of the
school year, and then picture retakes towards the end of the month.
The fall sports season will come to a close, and the transition to winter
sports will begin. The fall E-Cycle drive will be a highlight in the middle
of the month and the end of the first quarter will be shortly after we
turn the calendar to November.

As part of our Multi-Level Systems of Support (MLSS), our district has
been committed to administering a screening assessment three times
per year (fall, winter and spring) to assist us in determining
instructional needs for all of our students within the Stevens Point
Area School District.  As such, our assessment tool has changed from
MAPS to FastBridge this year. This new screening tool is better
designed to provide usable data that align with state and local
standards. It is quick, individualized, valid, and assists in providing
data that will not only inform instruction, but will enable us to provide
targeted interventions to individual students as needed. Our first
administration of FastBridge is scheduled for October 7 & 8.  I want to
encourage our families to help ensure that their students are aware
and prepared.  This assessment will be taken two more times during
the school year during the months of January and May. Specific dates
will be shared when we are closer to those months.

My door is always open to you. Please feel free to stop, if you haven’t
already done so.

Steven R. Prokop, Principal



NEED TECHNOLOGY HELP FAST?
Call the Help Desk 715-345-5511

District technology staff are available 7:00 a.m. -
3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Enter a support
ticket or leave a voicemail for after-hours support.

✓Troubleshoot login issues
✓ Chromebook concerns
✓ Internet connectivity and MiFi hotspots
✓ Webcam and audio support
✓ Reset password, and more
After hours? Enter a work order for support at
pointschools.net/technology

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

If you are STRUGGLING academically,emotionally,
or dealing with family stress, PLEASE reach out for
help!

LAST NAME A-L
Mrs. Loken, School Counselor
sloken@pointschools.net
715-345-5413 ext. 70304
Student Services Office

LAST NAME M-Z
Mr. Stanczyk, School Social Worker
tstanczy@pointschools.net
715-345-5413 ext. 70741
Student Services Office

All student E-Learning
Day, Wednesday,
October 6, 2021 due to
Professional
Development day.

PICTURE RETAKE DAY
Tuesday, October 26,2021

Time: 7:45 a.m. - Noon

To Order: Go to https://lifetouch.com/
Enter your Picture Day ID: EVT8MHTBX

YEARBOOK
The Ben Franklin Yearbook is
published in full color and will
be available to purchase for
$25.00 by going online to
jostensyearbooks.com, or by

calling 1-877-767-5217. Information regarding the
purchase of a yearbook was added to your child’s
beginning of the year folder. The price of $25.00 will
be available until 1/28/22. All sales after that date
will increase to $30.00 per book. If you do not place
and order for a yearbook, there is no guarantee that
there will be an extra one available for you at the
end of the year.

November 11th
4:00-8:00 PM

November 15th
11:00 AM-7:00 PM

No School for Ben Franklin students on Nov. 15th
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SECOND CHANCE BREAKFAST

🍎Breakfast items will be served from mobile
breakfast carts located in the hallway by 1031 (Tech
Help Center) and by the north stairway/room 1015 on
the first floor
🍏Breakfast will be served between the end of first
hour and start of Advisory (8:29-8:33)
🍎Breakfast items may be consumed by students in
their Advisory
🍏Students who have not received a free breakfast
during normal the usual breakfast time before school
can receive a free breakfast during Second Chance
Breakfast
🍎Ala Carte items will be available for purchase by
students who previously received a free breakfast
that day by using your Food Service Account
(positive balance is required) or by using cash.

🍏Ala carte limits are removed annually as part of
the Year End Process. If you would like an ala
carte limit on your student's account please email
foodservices@pointschools.net.

Website Resources Communication is vital to
family participation in a child’s school life. Part of
that communication comes from our website.
(https://www.pointschools.net/BenFranklin) On our
website you will find:
• OUR SCHOOL: Calendar, Newsletter,
Counseling Office, Library
• OUR STAFF: All Staff Directory
• Academic Departments: Departments with brief
overview, teachers, ...
• CO CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Athletics
information and Clubs for students to participate in
• PARENT RESOURCES: General parent
information
• STUDENT RESOURCES
• ANNOUNCEMENT PICTURES: Important events
to keep in mind and accomplishments of our
students to celebrate.
• LINKS TO DOCUMENTS you may need for
current activities at school under the
announcement pictures

If you’re looking for something and can’t find it, let
us know and we can add it to the website.

REPORT CARDS
November 4, 2021 marks the end of the first nine
week grading and progress reporting period.  Report
cards can be viewed on Skyward Family Access and
will be mailed home if requested.

Second quarter ends January 20, 2022
Third quarter ends March 31, 2022
Fourth quarter ends June 3, 2022

HONOR ROLL
We use the following grade point average to
determine honor roll:

3.2 and higher Honors

3.6 and higher High Honors

4.0 Highest Honors

Honor Rolls are generated in the following manner:
1.  GPA at the end of first quarter using the quarter
grade.

2. GPA at the end of the first semester using the
semester grade.

3. GPA at the end of the third quarter using the
quarter grade.

4.  GPA at the end of the second semester using the
semester grade.

KNITTING CLUB

Want your child to learn a new
and relaxing hobby?  Knitting
Club meets on Tuesdays from

3:00-3:45 in room 1011.  All students are welcome to
join Knitting Club where they will learn to knit.  No prior
experience is necessary!  Students can also learn how
to crochet.  Students will receive a skein of yarn and a
pair of knitting needles (or crochet hook) when they
come to the first club meeting.  Club is low-key and
students will learn at their own pace, starting with the
knit stitch.  Students can sign up with Señora Borton or
just show up for the meetings.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
Thank you to everyone that attended Back to
School Night. It was great to meet some of the
parents/guardians of our students. If you weren't
able to attend, please reach out to your English
teacher with any questions you may have.

For English, classes are starting off with a mix of
short stories. Currently in ninth grade, students are
diving into "The Most Dangerous Game." This
thrilling piece keeps the suspense building until the
very end. Meanwhile, over in seventh grade, their
short stories include "Seventh Grade" and "Amigo
Brothers." These align with the first quarter theme
of Friendship and Family. Beyond short stories,
literature circles will be on the horizon for most
classes to get the students to start jumping into
some full length novels.

MATH DEPARTMENT
Hopefully all students have
already gotten a calculator, but if
you haven’t, we recommend the
TI-30XIIS by Texas Instruments.
If students don’t get this
calculator, any one that can
handle fractions and exponents
will work.

Since we are going to be using Schoology for all of
our math materials and resources, students
shouldn’t have folders that are overflowing with
papers this year!  However, that means that
students will be writing a lot of work in their math
notebooks.  The more organized students are and
the more they are willing to take notes and show
their work on practice problems, the more
successful they will be this year.

The keys to success in math this year (and every
year) are working consistently and asking for help
when you need it.  Good luck this year!

Henry: Hello everyone and welcome back! This
letter is regarding some information I wanted to
share with you regarding  Henry, the Ben Franklin
Junior High school certified therapy dog. The goal of
having Henry at school is to improve students’
achievement in various
areas by using instructional
strategies matched to your
students' needs while
incorporating interactions
with assisted therapy
animals. He currently holds
a certification for animal
assisted interactions
through Therapy Animals
Unleashed™.  He has
passed the AKC Canine
Good Citizen test and
training for ‘Love On A
Leash’ to be a facility
therapy dog.  This animal
has all of the vaccinations
up to date and is licensed in the city of Plover.
Henry is a multiple generation English Golden
Doodle who is considered hypoallergenic. Also,
Henry has engaged and worked with a variety of
ages from infants to the elderly. Feel free to contact
the school at (715)345-5413 or email me with any
further questions at danderso@pointschools.net.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Physical Education is looking a little different this
year! We will be trying to get outside as often as
possible. This allows students to get some much
needed fresh air, and also provides a time in their
day when they can take a break from their masks.
Students will wear masks at all times when we are
indoors, however, if we are able to maintain social
distancing while outside, students have the option to
take their masks off during activity. Please remind
your child to wear tennis shoes on their PE day, and
also to wear active clothing! Students can also bring
jackets and/or sweatshirts for those colder days
coming up.
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

7th Grade: Science students are working on
making connections together. They are exploring
and working with the scientific method, and
learning what it takes to write in a manner that
states a scientific claim, supported with evidence
and scientific reasoning. This type of writing is
referred to as CER (Claim Evidence and
Reasoning) in science classes.

8th Grade: Students have reviewed the scientific
method and will be exploring the moon-earth-sun
relationship by modeling the phases in class.  We
will be exploring and modeling how the moon
phases happen, why seasons change, and how
eclipses occur. Next, students will complete
activities that include the force of gravity and the
factors affecting gravity. As we complete the month
of October, our topic will change to weather.  We
are off to a great start.

9th Grade: Students are involved with learning the
proper units of metric measurement needed to
communicate globally in science.  In addition, they
are studying the properties of materials through the
topics of density and buoyancy. Environmental
Science students are learning about succession
through ecosystems and how they recover.

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

7th Grade: Students in 7th grade Social Studies
have enjoyed getting to know each other over the
past few weeks and are now comfortable with the
content and procedures of our classes. We
completed our first mini-unit in Psychology and
have been working on our current unit which is
Political Science.

8th Grade: We are off to a great start this year! After
completing our introductory unit of Europe and histor
skills and concepts, we are heading back in time to
Ancient Greece!!  European history students are
studying the culture of the Ancient Greeks and
their influence on Western Civilization. The next
unit of study is the Romans!

9th Grade: Civics students started the year getting to
know one another and exploring what Civics is.
Students are now  examining the historical and
revolutionary foundations of our nation. The next unit of
study is the building blocks of the U.S. government
where students will take part in a constitutional
convention simulation to help them understand the
process of creating the U.S. Constitution.

AP Government: This year is off to a great start with
our open house and the first few weeks of class. Right
now, we are studying the creation of Democracy in our
nation, and our rights outlined in the Constitution. So
far, we know the test will be Monday May 2nd at 8 am,
and it will be on paper and pencil. I will update
everyone when I know more information. Study hard,
but find time to relax and unwind, and as always,
please reach out if you need anything.

LIBRARY NEWS
In September, we showed the 7th graders how to
put books on hold from other libraries in the district.
All of the Stevens Point Area Public Schools share
library collections, so students can enjoy all of the
District’s library resources! With easy single sign-on
and these instructions, students can read to their
heart’s content! Mrs. Boyer or Mrs. Nowicki will help
students who have questions. Library Hold
instructions can also be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/Benlibrarybookhold
visitors must enter the school through door #1, use
the security intercom to receive permission to enter
the building.
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STUDENTS LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY
The least disruptive way to leave school early is
for parents to write and sign a note for their child,
stating the requested dismissal time along with
their telephone number in the event any questions
arise. At the specified time, the student shows the
note to the teacher, goes to their locker to get
whatever they need, and then reports to the main
office with their note. Once the student is signed
out, they may meet their parent or guardian
outside.
If a parent does not send a note, please call the
main office (715-345-5413) from a phone number
that is easily verified in their child’s Skyward Family
Access information. The main office will contact the
student’s classroom to release them and have
them report to the main office to sign out. Students
will only be allowed to leave the school in the
company of a parent, legal guardian or an
individual specified as an emergency contact.
Exceptions to this rule can only occur if parents or
legal guardians contact school prior to the
student’s departure and receive administrative
permission.
PRE-ARRANGED ABSENCES -DEER HUNTING
Forms for prearranged absences for deer hunting
can be picked up in the Attendance Office.
Students are to have each teacher sign the form
and take it home for parent review and
authorization. Return it to the Attendance Office
before your leave.

CALLER ID
We receive many calls from parents who have
missed calls from numbers identified as Stevens
Point Area Public Schools on their caller ID service.
When you return calls to these numbers, you will
always receive the main office staff. If the original
caller did not leave a message, we are unable to
assist you in locating the person who called. If a call
was made from the health office, a message is left
or staff will call back shortly, if necessary. Thank
you for your cooperation with this issue.

DROPPING OFF MATERIAL AT SCHOOL
From time to time, everyone forgets items they may
require for the day. To assist in limiting the number of
visits you make to school, please follow the listed
procedures: • Before bedtime, ask your child if they
have everything packed for school the next day. Go
through each class with them and impress the
importance of going to school with everything they
will need during the day. • If your child forgets to
bring something to school and contacts you to bring
it for her or him, verify with the teacher that it is
absolutely necessary for class today. • Finally, if you
must drop off an item, please follow all procedures
established to enter the school listed at the beginning
of this article. The item should be delivered in a bag
and labeled with your child’s name.

MESSAGES
Messages will only be delivered to students from
parents/guardians or adults listed in the student’s
emergency contacts area on Skyward Family
Access. A phone is available in the lobby for student
use after school at no charge.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
If parents are experiencing a financial hardship that
would make payment of fees difficult; a Fee Waiver/
Reduction/Payment Plan form is available in the
back of this newsletter or on the website, for you to
complete. A separate form needs to be completed for
each child in your family. (Forms are also available in
the main office).

FEE STATEMENT
Fee statements on accounts with a balance will be
sent out shortly.  Please note that if your student had
a schedule change that changed their fee amount
you will receive an updated statement reflecting the
new amount. You may pay fees  online with debit or
credit cards,  in the main office or mail them to Ben
Franklin Junior High School  If you have questions
on your fee statement, please call (715)345-5413 -
Kim.
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Skyward PAC Family Access
Parents of students are encouraged to use Skyward PAC Family Access to view their child’s school records.
Records include attendance, lunch account totals, assignments, and grades. Each parent is issued a
separate login access. Parent login names remain the same from year to year, school to school.

Our staff believes Skyward GradeBook/Attendance is a valuable tool to communicate student academic
progress to parent(s)/guardian(s). The guidelines are listed below:

• Grades will be entered into the Skyward GradeBook in a timely manner by teachers. Teachers will enter
an assignment in GradeBook on the day it is assigned or very soon after.
• Assignment Scores:
- When a teacher enters an assignment into GradeBook prior to entering the grade, the Skyward default
grade is an asterisk (*). An asterisk is grade neutral.
- When an assignment is due and scores are entered into Skyward, work missing for any reason will be
entered as a zero (0) until the student turns in the assignment to the teacher.
- A “missing” check will appear if an assignment can still be handed in for full or partial credit.
- If an assignment turned in too late to receive credit, the teacher will remove the missing check with the
option of putting in a special code such as (TLT), too late to turn in.
• Long Term Assignments: (including term papers, projects and tests): If an assignment is going to take
longer than five days to correct, the teachers will enter a statement into the explanation section of the
assignment. (Some teachers may also use Skyward Message Center or Schoology to explain the details of
the assignment.) Please be patient and wait for the assignment to be corrected.
• “My EMail Notifications”: This option allows instant communication between our school and parents
regarding grading and progress reports. Parents must choose this feature – it is not automatic. Each of the
two options listed below are independent from the other; you can choose any combination of features.
- For Grading notifications, parents have options they can select to be notified if their student has a missing
assignment, an overall grade changes from the previous term, and if they fall above or below a parent
selected percentage grade. For the high/low grade option, parents will be notified when their child has an
assignment and/or an overall grade for the term above/below the selected percent.
- For Progress Report notifications parents will be able to receive a Progress Report for their student on a
daily, weekly, or monthly basis.

FEE WAIVERS
If your family is experiencing financial hardship, or qualify for free or reduced lunch, please complete a fee
waiver form. These forms must be completed each year to get your fees waived. Forms can be viewed and
printed here.

STUDENT EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
In the event your student becomes ill or an emergency occurs, we need updated contact information in
order to contact you or designated family/friends. Please send any corrections to our counseling secretary
at kstronjy@pointschools.net. All information should be updated (phone numbers, addresses, etc...)

SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS CHANGES
If/when your address changes, please make sure to let us know ASAP. In order for us to update your
address, we need verification of your address. (i.e.drivers license, utility bill, rental agreement, ...) The
district requires proof of residence to change your address. Any other changes you need made on your
Skyward Family Access records (i.e., phone numbers, emergency contacts,...), please email our counseling
secretary, Kathy Strojny, at kstronjy@pointschools.net and she will get it taken care of for you.
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E-CYCLE PRICES

0.25 –$4.00 $5.00 $6.00 - $10.00
$15.00 -
$30.00

DOCKING
STATION- $1.00 SCANNERS

PC’S - Towers -
$10.00

DEHUMIDIFIERS -
$20.00

PHONES - $3.00 FAX MACHINES

Flatscreen (LCD)
MONITOR –
TERMINALS $20.00

CRT computer
Monitors - $25.00

TYPEWRITERS-
$5.00 PRINTERS LAPTOPS - $10.00

STOVE, WASHER,
DRYER,
DISHWASHER
$15.00

MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT
-$2.00 VCR/DVD PLAYER

COPY MACHINE -
$10.00

REFRIGERATOR -
$25.00

CALCULATOR
–$1.00

AUDIO-VISUAL
EQUIPMENT Microwave - 20.00

AIR CONDITIONING
UNITS - $20.00

CIRCUIT BOARDS
- $3.00

SATELLITE TV
BOXES $5.00 Humidifier - 10.00

Plastic CRT (box
type) TVs @ $30
each (all sizes)

WIRE/CABLING -
$0.25/FOOT CASH REGISTER

LCD/Plasma
flatscreen TVs @ $15
each (all sizes)

KEYBOARD -
$1.00 STEREO EQUIPMENT

IPAD/TABLET$8.00

$35.00 - 40.00

COMPUTER MICE
$1.00

Projection TVs and
Wood Console TVs @
$35 each

FLUORESCENT
BULB LARGE WOOD

SPEAKERS -
$10.00/PAIR

4’ AND
UNDER$0.50

UNINTERRUPTEDPO
WER SUPPLIES

FLUORESCENT
BULB

OVER 5’ - $0.75 MISC. ELECTRONIC

Amount (Total at
Check-out):

COMPACT
FLUORESCENT
BULB - $0.50

IPOD/MP3 -
$3.00

Alkaline
rechargeable
batteries-
$0.25/each
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BRIDGING BRIGHTER SMILES is holding their next dental clinic at Ben Franklin
Jr. High on: Tuesday, October 12, 2021. It is not too late to enroll! Sign up
online at: http://enrollment.bbsmiles.org/

Professional Dental Services Provided Right at School Include: Oral
Screening, Dental Cleaning, Fluoride Varnish Application, Dental Sealant
Placement, Silver Diamine Fluoride Application, Oral Health Education and
Referral Assistance

Forward Health (BadgerCare) Accepted! (Other Private Dental Insurance Not Accepted) Not sure if
your child is enrolled, or due for care?  Call Bridging Brighter Smiles at 262-896-9891, or email
coordinator@bbsmiles.org.

Please review the document below that explains protocols and building common language. Additional
resources and information around our Standard Response Protocol (SRP) are available on our website.

10

http://enrollment.bbsmiles.org/
https://www.pointschools.net/Page/7152


11



12


